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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Asda Stores Ltd is proposing to submit a full planning application for the erection of a 

foodstore (Use Class A1), with associated petrol filling station, car parking, landscaping 

and access, provision of a new roundabout on St Georges Way and part spine road to 

the Pan Development Area. This report has been prepared in support of the planning 

application and considers the archaeological and historical implications of the proposed 

development. 

There is considerable evidence for archaeological activity locally, although major finds of 

prehistoric and Roman material have only been found to the west of St George’s Way.   

Evaluation of the site, which was included within a larger evaluation of the area between 

2004-6 established that there is no indication of archaeological remains dating from the 

last 10,000 years on the site itself. The same evaluation work identified gravel terraces 

below the ground surface which are of Palaeolithic date. These deposits generally have 

the potential to be of national importance but are extensive and extend far beyond the 

boundaries of the Site. 

At present the precise nature of foundation design for the proposed development is 

unknown but the extent of the associated landscaping, especially on the east side of the 

site would have a significant negative impact on archaeological remains, depending on 

the depth of the cut and fill.  It is concluded that development of the site will impact 

upon potentially archaeologically significant deposits.   

There is little to be gained from further trench evaluation on the site as the broad extent 

of deposits has already been established. A detailed, targeted, programme of area 

excavation and sieving of the gravel terraces affected by the proposed development 

should be co-ordinated within the development programme.  Foundation details and 

depths are yet to be determined and will be designed after planning permission is 

granted. 

 

Although the proposed development will adversely affect potential Palaeolithic deposits 

of National importance this impact will not destroy the whole deposit and, it is not 

expected that any discoveries would preclude development of the site, provided 

appropriate mitigation and recording of the deposits is undertaken.  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1.1 Asda Stores Ltd is proposing to submit a full planning application for the erection of 

a foodstore (Use Class A1), with associated petrol filling station, car parking, 

landscaping and access, provision of a new roundabout on St Georges Way and 

part spine road to the Pan Development Area and is situated 400m south of 

Newport town centre centred on NGR SZ 50388855 (Figs 1 -3).  The application site 

area defined by the redline (Fig.2) covers an area of 3.9 hectares. This includes 

highway works which will comprise a new roundabout junction and part of a new 

spine road. The ASDA development parcel on which the store and car park will be 

constructed covers an area of 2.9 ha.  

1.1.2 Prospect Archaeology Ltd has been appointed to establish the significance of the 

Site’s buried heritage and the likely impacts of development upon it.  

1.1.3 The proposed development will comprise a supermarket building on the east side 

of the site with car park and roundabout access from St Georges Way to the west. 

2.0 ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY AND SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA 

2.1 Buried Heritage 

2.1.1 The buried heritage (archaeology) has been considered through desk-based 

assessment and a site visit.  A full list of sources consulted is provided and 

references are given. Staff at the Isle of Wight Historic Environment Record and 

IOW County Council gave advice and information about known archaeological sites 

of interest in the vicinity of the study area. Additional sources consulted included:  

 cartographic sources held by the Ordnance Survey; 

 A site visit and walkover survey was undertaken by Naomi Field on July 6th 2011 

which included inspection of the geotechnical site investigations being undertaken 

on the site. 

2.1.2 The historical development of the site has been established through reference to 

these sources and is described in the Baseline Conditions section of this report.  

This has been used to identify areas of potential archaeological interest. Each area 

of archaeological potential has been assessed for its archaeological significance in 

geographical terms, although it should be noted that despite the national policy 
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guidance’s reliance on geographical significance, there is no statutory definition for 

these classifications : 

 International – cultural properties in the World Heritage List, as defined in the 

operational guidelines for the implementation of the World Heritage Convention; 

 National – sites or monuments of sufficient archaeological/historical merit to be 

designated as Scheduled Ancient Monuments.  Other sites or monuments may also 

be considered of national importance but not appropriate for scheduling due to 

current use(s) or because they have not yet been fully assessed; 

 Regional – sites and monuments of archaeological or historical merit that are well 

preserved or good examples of regional types or that have an increased value due 

to their group associations, regional rarity or historical associations.  

 Local – sites and monuments of archaeological or historical interest but that are 

truncated or isolated from their original context and are of limited use in furthering 

archaeological or historical knowledge. 

 Negligible – areas of extremely limited or no archaeological or historic interest.  

These commonly include areas of major modern disturbance such as quarries, deep 

basements etc. 

2.1.3 The concluding chapter of this document summarises the findings, and provides an 

opinion on the potential for archaeological remains to be identified, the likely 

importance of such remains should they exist and the likely impact of the proposed 

development.  Recommendations for further work are provided. 

2.2 Built Heritage 

2.1.4 There are five Listed Buildings and one Scheduled Monument within the study 

area, but none lies within the proposed development site.  One Listed Building, 

Great Pan Farm (Mon 309637, Grade II) lies to the north of the proposed 

development and is visible from the site. 

3.0 STATUTORY AND PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT 

3.1 National Policy 

3.1.1 The National Planning Policy Framework was published on 27 March 2012, coming 

into immediate effect and replacing all previous Planning Policy Guidance notes 
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(PPGs) and Planning Policy Statements (PPSs). As such the relevant paragraphs 

from the NPPF are set out below. The detailed survey and design work for the 

Proposed Development was, however, undertaken prior to publication of the NPPF 

and as such consideration of national planning policy was given to guidance set out 

in PPG16 and PPS5. Having reviewed the relevant paragraphs of the NPPF relating 

to the historic environment against guidance set out previously, it is considered 

there has been no material change in guidance in planning policy at the national 

level. Set out below is a summary of the relevant NPPF guidance in Section 12 

‘Conserving and enhancing the historic environment’. 

 

3.1.2 Section 12 provides guidance on the treatment of archaeological remains within 

the planning process.   Whilst it is recognised that important remains should be 

retained, the benefits of development may be considered to outweigh the benefit 

of retention, especially where remains of less than national importance are 

concerned.  Early consideration of the potential for ‘heritage assets’ is advised.   

3.1.3 Paragraph 129 states: In determining applications, local planning authorities should 

require an applicant to describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, 

including any contribution made by their setting. ......... As a minimum the relevant 

historic environment record should have been consulted and the heritage assets 

assessed using appropriate expertise where necessary. Where a site on which 

development is proposed includes or has the potential to include heritage assets 

with archaeological interest, local planning authorities should require developers 

to submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and, where necessary, a field 

evaluation. 

3.1.4 131. In determining planning applications, local planning authorities should take 

account of: 

● the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets 

and putting them to viable uses consistent with their conservation; 

● the positive contribution that conservation of heritage assets can make to 

sustainable communities including their economic vitality; and 

● the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local 

character and distinctiveness. 
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3.1.5 133. Where a proposed development will lead to substantial harm to or total loss 

of significance of a designated heritage asset, local planning authorities should 

refuse consent, unless it can be demonstrated that the substantial harm or loss is 

necessary to achieve substantial public benefits that outweigh that harm or loss, or 

all of the following apply: 

● the nature of the heritage asset prevents all reasonable uses of the site; and 

● no viable use of the heritage asset itself can be found in the medium term 

through appropriate marketing that will enable its conservation; and 

● conservation by grant-funding or some form of charitable or public ownership is 

demonstrably not possible; and 

● the harm or loss is outweighed by the benefit of bringing the site back into use. 

 

3.1.6 141. Local planning authorities should make information about the significance of 

the historic environment gathered as part of plan-making or development 

management publicly accessible. They should also require developers to record 

and advance understanding of the significance of any heritage assets to be lost 

(wholly or in part) in a manner proportionate to their importance and the impact, 

and to make this evidence (and any archive generated) publicly accessible. 

 

3.2 Local Policy Guidance 

 

3.2.1 The Local Development Framework for the Isle of Wight is known as the Island Plan 

and will comprise of a number of local development documents. The main 

document of the LDF is the Core Strategy, which sets out the spatial plan for 

development on the Island for the period to 2027. The Island Plan (Core Strategy) 

was adopted on 21st March 2012. 

3.2.2 Strategic Policy 5 (SP5) Environment sets out the principles behind the Council’s 

aims to support [development] proposals that protect, conserve and/or enhance 

the Island’s natural and historic environments.  It states in para 5.181 

The historic environment encompasses listed  buildings, conservation areas, 
historic landscapes,  sites of archaeological interest and non-statutorily 
designated buildings or sites which are collectively known as heritage assets. 
These heritage assets are invariably important in their own right, but also 
form an important context which should be respected when new 
development is being considered. 
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3.2.3 Development Management Policy 11 (DM11) Historic and Built Environment 

expands on this and states  

The  Council will support proposals that positively conserve and enhance the special  
character of the Island’s historic and built environment. Development proposals will 
be expected to: 
1.  Deliver economic led regeneration...... 
4.  Consider and balance the relationship between the quality of place, economic, 
social and environmental characteristics. 
5.  Be informed by  sufficient evidence to reveal impacts upon the significance of 
heritage assets and their settings which may include the Council’s Conservation Area 
Appraisals and Management Plans and the Local List Supplementary Planning 
Document. The demolition or substantial harm to non-designated heritage assets 
and their settings, which make a positive contribution to the special character and/or 
local identity of an area, will be resisted. Demolition or substantial harm to 
designated heritage assets and their settings will only be permitted in exceptional or 
wholly exceptional circumstances. Depending on their significance and only once a 
lack of appropriate viable alternatives to demolition or substantial alteration have 
been demonstrated. Consent will be refused unless it can be demonstrated that: 
i.  The substantial harm to or loss of significance  is necessary in order to deliver 
substantial public benefits that outweigh that harm or loss; or 
ii. a. the nature of the heritage asset prevents all reasonable uses of the site; and 
b. no viable use of the heritage asset itself can be found in the medium  term that will 
enable its conservation; and 
c. conservation through grant-funding or some form of charitable or public 
ownership is not possible; and                                                                                                                                                                                                      
d. the harm to, or loss of, the heritage asset is outweighed by the benefits of bringing 
the site back into use 

4.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 

4.1 Layout & Topography 

4.1.1 The site is located to the east of St Georges Way, bounded to the north by the 

grounds of the Newport Football Club, to the south by a hedged boundary and to 

the east by Pan Lane (Fis 1 and 2). The highest point on the eastern site boundary is 

26m AOD falling to 24.80m in the south-east corner of the site and 17.80m AOD to 

the north. The ground drops to 11-11.80m AOD at the western site boundary and a 

further 0.5-1m at road level (Fig.3;  Pls 1-4) . 

4.1.2 The western half of the site was formerly occupied by the practice pitch belonging 

to the Newport Football Club (Pls 3-5). This area has been truncated and levelled 

with a terraced bank along its eastern edge and the remnants of flanking banks of 
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lights. Despite truncation the ground is still above the level of St Georges Way. 

There is underground drainage beneath the pitch.   

4.1.3 Ground to the east of the practice pitch is currently fallow but has been arable 

within the last 5 years. A circular clump of willows marks the presence of a possible 

marl pit or pond (MON 5736), although this is not shown on any map (Pl. 6).  

4.2 Geology 

4.2.1 The site is located in the valley of the Medina River and its geology comprises 

valley terraces overlain by valley brick earth.  The remainder of the area comprises 

heavy Eocene period clays of Bembridge Marls and Hempstead Beds 

(http://maps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyviewer/).   Previous investigations, in an area that 

included the proposed development site, have established the presence of four 

Pleistocene  gravel terraces, two of which are situated within the site, with a third 

lying immediately adjacent to the west and a fourth to the east (Fig. 4).  They 

belong to earlier courses of the river Medina whose course has migrated 

westwards and ever deeper over time.  

4.2.2 Terrace 1 is the lowest terrace, and youngest.  At around 40-60,000 years old it 

dates to the middle of the last glaciation. Terraces 2 and 3 are progressively older 

(at c.60,000-125,00 years old) and probably date to the early part of the last 

glaciations and the middle part of the last glaciations respectively (Wenban-Smith 

et al. 2005, 3).  These terraces are believed to be the result of braided river 

channels of the Middle and Later Pleistocene.  Terrace 4 is the highest and oldest 

terrace (at around 125-250,000 years old) and is beyond the study area.   Terrace 2 

crosses the western part of the proposed development site and lies c.1-2m below 

existing ground surface.  Terrace 3 crosses the south-eastern part of the site and is 

again 1-2m below existing ground surface.   

5.0 BASELINE CONDITIONS 

5.1.1 Known and suspected archaeological remains are summarised and discussed in the 

following section.  Entries from the Isle of Wight Historic Environment Record are 

identified by the HER prefix MON and where these fall within the Site, they are 

indicated in bold (see Fig. 5).   Previous evaluation for the Pan Urban Extension in 

http://maps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyviewer/).
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2004-6 included the current proposed development site and has provided valuable 

information. 

Designated Assets 

5.1.2 There are six designated heritage assets within 1km of the Site comprising the 

Newport Roman villa (Mon 855) and 5 listed buildings. Closest the site and 

overlooking it from the north is Great Pan Farmhouse which is Listed Grade II (Pl. 

8).  

Undesignated Assets 

5.2 Palaeolithic Period 

5.2.1 In 1912 a new gravel pit was opened on land belonging to Great Pan Farm 

immediately south of allotment gardens that still exist to the present day.  It was 

on gravel terrace 1, the youngest and lowest of the terraces. A palaeolith was 

found by Hubert Poole but it was not until 1920, when a second palaeolith was 

found that he returned to the site to carry out further investigations.  Between 

1920 and 1924 over 650 pieces of worked flint were found in the gravel beds at 

Great Pan Farm quarry. These included 140 implements, over 500 simple and re-

touched flakes as well as a number of rough cores (MON 877). Poole identified the 

assemblage as being similar to items found on the type sites St Acheul and Le 

Moustier in France. The pit closed in the 1920s (Poole 1925). The quarry is not 

shown on any OS map as it was open during a period when no revisions were 

carried out.  

5.2.2 When proposals to build a southern relief road for Newport were announced in 

1971 further examination of the quarry was proposed in order to confirm the 

stratigraphy described by Poole and to explore the possibility that an occupation 

site might exist close by. For reasons unspecified in the ensuing report (Shackley 

1973) this ambitious project did not materialise and instead machine dug sections 

were excavated but the high water table prevented detailed recording. No further 

worked flints were found.  

5.2.3 Reassessment of the material found by Poole led Shackley to conclude that the 

collection is one of the finest Mousterian of Acheulian Tradition (MAT) 

assemblages from Britain. The nature of the implements, their fresh condition and 
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distinctive raw material were seen as indicators that an occupation site or chipping 

floor would have been located nearby.  

5.2.4 The Newport SE relief road was eventually constructed in the 1980s to the west of 

the main part of the site and the area examined by Myra Shackley remained 

undisturbed. 

5.2.5 Clay and gravel deposits were further examined in 1987 prior to backfilling of the 

quarry and in advance of the construction of the sports complex which would 

extend over part of the disused quarry. Ground conditions were extremely wet and 

ground disturbance around the edge of the quarry pit revealed clay and gravel 

deposits in the same areas previously examined by Shackley. No archaeological 

remains were observed. 

5.2.6 The Southern Rivers Palaeolithic Project (funded by English Heritage) was set up to 

provide a detailed survey of the relationship of known Palaeolithic sites in southern 

England and sediments. The site at Great Pan Farm has been identified in the 

survey as being the most important Palaeolithic site on the island because 

"Mousterian of Acheulian Tradition industries are rarely found in British open sites 

in any useful context, such as is apparently present at this site...".   

5.2.7 The report goes on to recommend that "part of the deposits remaining at Great 

Pan Farm should be preserved, but if this is not possible full excavation should 

precede any further destruction of the site" (Harding and Wymer 1993, 172). 

5.2.8 Evaluation carried out as part of the Pan Urban Extension between 2004 and 2006 

covered the proposed development site. Comparison of the gravel terraces 

showed a distinct difference in the composition between the gravels of Terrace 1 

and those of Terraces 2-4. 

5.2.9 Alluvial deposits belonging to Terrace 2 lie some 0.40-0.50m below the existing 

ground level, where the land was reduced in height for construction of the football 

practice pitch. The gravels were found at a depth of 2.6-3.7m below ground level. 

Sieving of a test pit (1m2) in the Gravel Terrace 2 produced a single worked piece of 

flint. 
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5.2.10 Two samples of gravel were taken from the second terrace deposits (at a depth of 

c.12m O.D) for stimulated luminescence dating (OSL). The samples produced near 

identical results of 39600 ±4200 and 39300 ±3400 years before 2005. These results 

were considered to be too young in the light of results obtained from a nearby site 

at Bembridge and the results should be viewed as preliminary minimum age 

measurements because on-site background radioactivity measurements had not 

been taken and could not be used to calibrate the results (Schwenninger 2005).    

5.2.11 Terrace 3 gravels were found at a depth of c. 2m below existing ground levels but 

were not evaluated in sufficient detail to establish their full variations in depth and 

extent (Wenban Smith et al. 2005, 3). 

5.3 Later Prehistoric Period 

5.3.1 An obsidian knife has been found just north of the site (MON 1985). The HER 

records suggest that the source is New Zealand, but obsidian, a naturally occurring 

volcanic glass, is also found in Mediterranean countries and could be an import 

from this part of Europe.  

5.3.2 Two Mesolithic/Neolithic flint picks, four flint flakes (MON 878) and a Bronze Age 

bronze palstave (MON 879) have been found north of the development area. 

These are stray finds but presumably indicate the potential for further remains of 

this date being discovered. 

5.4 Roman Period 

5.4.1 West of the proposed development, on the opposite bank of the River Medina is 

the site of the Newport Roman Villa, excavated in 1926 and now on public display 

(MON 855). Subsequent discoveries of Roman pottery in 1933 (MON 874) and a 

hypocaust system (MON 856), presumed to belong to another building complex, 

have been made in the vicinity of the villa.  Roman coins have also been found on 

the allotments (MON 875). Hardly anything of Roman date has been found on the 

east side of the river and it is suggested that it formed a land or estate boundary 

which was respected in the Roman period. 
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5.4.2 Stray finds of Roman pottery some 800m to the north-east of the site (Mon 5729, 

5744) have been found during walkover surveys for the proposed Great Pan Urban 

extension in 2004. 

5.5 Medieval Period 

5.5.1 As with the earlier periods there is limited information available for the 

development of the medieval communities in the area.  The Site lay within 

Whippingham parish.  

5.5.2 At the time of the Domesday Survey in 1086 King William had extensive holdings 

comprising nearly 40 manors.  Great Pan is mentioned in the Domesday Book when 

it was held by Herbrand from the king (MON 5193). Its precise location is not 

known but is assumed to have been near to, or at, the site of Great Pan Farm, 

which lies north of the proposed development area (MON 956). The village is 

described in a manorial extent dating to the time of Edward I but is assumed to 

have been deserted by the fourteenth century.  

5.5.3 Fieldwalking during the Great Pan Urban Extension programme did not locate any 

medieval pottery on the site, suggesting perhaps that the land was used as pasture 

rather than arable  

5.6 Post Medieval Period 

5.6.1 Throughout the post-medieval period, it appears that the Site lay within the 

grounds of Great Pan Farm. The 18th-century farm is Listed Grade II and lies 

immediately north of the proposed development (MON 309629). The farm 

complex includes 19th century outbuildings which are recorded in the HER but are 

not listed (MONs 10443, 12897, 12898, 12899). 

5.6.2 Cropmarks recorded on aerial photographs taken after WWII are thought to 

represent former field boundaries, probably of post-medieval date (MONs 5716, 

5717, 5723, 5725). Earthwork remains seen on air photographs comprising raised 

banks have also been noted on aerial photographs (MON 5724) and on the ground 

(MONs 5718, 5732, 5734, 5735). 

5.6.3 Features indicative of post-medieval industrial activity in the area have been 

recorded from early editions of the Ordnance Survey maps and include a Shide 
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Mill, demolished in 1958 (MON 3840) and associated mill dam and mill race (MON 

8023) to the south of the site, a lime kiln (MON 4413), brickworks (MON 4123). 

There is also a tunnel of unknown function (MON 5506). 

5.6.4 The Newport to Sandown Branch of the Isle of Wight Central Railway (MON 822) 

was built between 1875 and 1879. It followed the approximate line of the present 

St George’s Way and was closed in 1956. 

5.6.5 A garden shed was converted for use as a pillbox during WWII, with the insertion of 

a gun emplacement (MON 4317). 

 

Mon. NGR  (SZ) Description 

822 547 868 Isle of Wight Central Railway 

856 5023 8853 
Roman hypocaust found in laying a gas main at the lower end of 
Avondale Road 

874 5029 8844 
Late Belgic/early Roman pottery found when digging foundations for 
builders warehouses, 1933 

875 5030 8835 Roman coin (Urbs Roma) dug up in the allotments. 

877 5038 8860  

Key site containing Mousterian of Acheulian Tradition material. Material 
recovered from gravel pit.140 implements found up to 1924 and over 
500 simple and slightly retouched flakes. 

878 5038 8860 Two Mesolithic axes found in situ. 

879 5038 8860 Bronze looped palstave from the gravel workings 

956 506 886 Alleged deserted medieval village of Pan 

1985 506 885 Obsidian knife 

3840 504 882 Shide, Lower Mill (demolished 1958) 

4123 5083 8817 Brickworks shown on 1898 OS map 

4317 503 882 Garden shed converted for use as a WWII pillbox 

4413 5069 8815 Lime kiln shown on 1908 OS map 

5193 506 886 Domesday place-name (Lepene) Great Pan Farm 

5506 5052 8820 Tunnel shown on 1898 OS map 

5716 506 884 
Cropmarks. Probable field boundaries noted on aerial photograph. 
RAF. 12/07/1946. 106G-UK-1665 4130.  

5717 5052 8833 
Cropmarks. Probable field boundaries noted on aerial photograph. 
RAF. 12/07/1946. 106G-UK-1665 4130.  

5718 507 885 0.7m earthwork banks either side of sunken lane 

5721 5053 8867 Withy Bed and Wood. Plot 952 on Tithe map 

5723 507 886 
Linear features, possibly trackways RAF. 12/07/1946. 106G-UK-1665 
4130.BKS. 1971. 152680.  
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Mon. NGR  (SZ) Description 

5724 5068 8852 
Irregular raised bank, probably geological buried by the football pitch. 
RAF. 12/07/1946. 106G-UK-1665 4130. 

5725 508 884 

5 partial rectangular marks, possibly agricultural, noted on aerial 
photographs. Aerial Photograph: RAF. 12/07/1946. 106G-UK-1665 
4130.  

5732 507 886 Slight raised bank, probable field boundary South of Pan Lane Garage 

5734 507 884 

East-west aligned earthwork bank. East of Newport Football Ground. 
East-west aligned earthwork bank, possible continuation of footpath east 
of Pan Lane. 

5735 5068 8852 Broad raised bank, Newport Football Ground 

5736 5060 8837 Possible former pond or backfilled marl pit 

5745 508 886 Irregular ?mound depicted on Plot 993 Tithe map 

7581 5065 8815 'Marl Pit' Shown on 1862 OS Map 

8023 5040 8821 Mill Dam', 'Mill Race' and mill pond depicted on 1862 OS Map 

12897 50612 88629 Farm outbuildings Pan Farm 

12898 50612 88629 Farm outbuildings Pan Farm 

12899 50612 88629 Farm outbuildings Pan Farm 

309637 50612 88629 L-shaped late C18 house, Pan Farmhouse  

   Table 1: Buildings, sites and findspots within the study area (see Fig. 4) 

5.7 Map Regression 

Whippingham Tithe Map 1841 (Fig. 6) 

5.7.1 The earliest known map which shows the site in any detail is the parish tithe map 

(Archive ref) where the site forms part of two fields. 

Ordnance Survey 1863-4 1:2,500 (Fig. 7) 

5.7.2 The site is located in the southern half of an irregular shaped site shows southern 

boundary is the same as the modern boundary and whose eastern boundary is Pan 

Lane. There was no boundary to the north and the western boundary was removed 

when the St Georges Way was built in the 1980s. A footpath is shown  just clipping 

the north-east boundary of the site. There is a marl pit to the south of Burnt Hill 

Lane with an old gravel pit to the south . 

Ordnance Survey 1866, 1:10,560 

5.7.3 Same as the 1863 1:2500 map. 

Ordnance Survey 1898, 1:2500 (Fig. 8)  and 1898  1:10,560  
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5.7.4 The Isle of Wight Central Railway to the west of the site is shown and the marl pit is 

larger.  Otherwise no change 

Ordnance Survey 1909, 1:10,560 

5.7.5 The marl pit has grown again, otherwise no change. 

Ordnance Survey 1910 1:2,500 (Fig. 9) 

5.7.6 No change 

Ordnance Survey 1938 1:10,560 (Fig. 10) 

5.7.7 No change. 

Ordnance Survey 1962 1:10,000 

5.7.8 No change. 

Ordnance Survey 1972 1: 2,500 (Fig. 11) and 1973 1:1,250 

5.7.9 The field boundary to the north and the footpath  is not shown. 

Ordnance Survey 1975-1978 1:10,000  

5.7.10 No change 

Ordnance Survey 1989 1:10,000 (Fig. 12) 

5.7.11  The southern Relief Road (St Georges Way) has been built as well as the football 

club on the northern  side of the site. 

Ordnance Survey 1994 1:1,250 (Fig. 13) 

5.7.12 No change 

Ordnance Survey 2000 1:10,000  

5.7.13 New north south boundary shown in the centre of the proposed development site 

which marks the construction of the practice pitch on the west side of the site. 

Ordnance Survey 2006, 2011 1:10,000 (Fig. 1) 

5.7.14 No change 
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6.0 ASSESSMENT 

6.1.1 The location of the Palaeolithic remains examined by Poole in the 1920s is on the 

periphery of the proposed development. The Southern Rivers Project identified 

Great Pan Farm as the most important Palaeolithic site on the island. 

Reassessment of the assemblage in 2006 has refined the dating of the material and 

confirmed its importance. In addition, it identified two earlier terraces that lie 

within the proposed development site with potential for Palaeolithic activity. Any 

material of this date within a secure context would be considered of at least 

regional importance, if not national importance.   

6.1.2 Any archaeological remains of the Holocene era- i.e. after c.10,000 BC would be 

present within the upper strata on the site, immediately below the topsoil.  

Although there is considerable evidence for  later prehistoric and Roman remains 

within the wider study area, and stray finds of later prehistoric remains have been 

made to the north of the proposed development site, there is no evidence that any 

remains lie within the Site itself.  Evaluation in 2005 targeted areas of elevated 

magnetism recorded during geophysical survey of the Site but failed to identify any 

archaeological features pre-dating the post-medieval era. The lack of Roman 

pottery from the site suggests that the potential for remains of this date is also 

very low.   

6.1.3 The Site was in agricultural use for much of the medieval, post-medieval and 

modern periods. The lack of medieval pottery from the site suggests that the land 

may have been pasture rather than arable for much of this period. Evaluation in 

2005 located a single pit containing 17-18th century pottery. The potential for 

archaeological activity of this period on the site is considered to be very low.  

7.0 POTENTIAL IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT ON THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

RESOURCE 

7.1.1 The proposed development plan has not yet been finalised but it is clear that there 

is an intention to cut into the hillside to create a more level surface upon which to 

build the supermarket. The indicative plan suggests that as much as 6m depth of 

material may be removed in the south-east part of the site, which would then  be 

used to raise the western part of the site. The potential impact of the development 
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is therefore greater in the eastern part of the site where the older deposits lie. On 

current information it is likely that deposits forming both the second and third 

gravel terraces of Palaeolithic date will be affected by such earthmoving activities.  

7.1.2 Prior evaluation of the site has indicated that the potential for archaeological 

remains of the Holocene Era is very low.  

8.0 CONCLUSIONS 

8.1.1 The precise terms of any archaeological investigations can only be determined in 

the light of more detailed information about the extent of necessary groundworks, 

such as the depth to which the eastern part of the site will be cut. Foundation 

details and depths are yet to be determined and will be designed after planning 

permission is granted. 

 

8.1.2 Given the thorough site evaluation that took place on the site in 2004-6 it is 

concluded that there is little to be gained from further trench evaluation but 

because of the potential impact of large-scale earthmoving required for the 

proposed development there will need to be a detailed programme of area 

excavation and sieving of the gravel terraces.   

8.1.3 Although the proposed development will adversely affect potential Palaeolithic 

deposits of national importance this impact will affect only a small part of a much 

larger deposit and should not preclude development, provided appropriate 

mitigation and recording of the deposits is undertaken. This work can be 

undertaken in tandem with the groundworks programme for the development as a 

condition of a planning permission.  
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Figure 1: St George’s Way, Newport, Isle of Wight – site location 
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Figure 2: Proposed food store, outline of application area. Drawing by HGP Architects for Asda Stores Ltd Drawing 
 No. 10074 A(00) 01  
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Figure 3: Proposed food store layout. Drawing by HGP Architects for Asda Stores Ltd. Drawing No. 10074 A(00) 5 April 2012. 
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Figure 4: Topographical survey of site as existing.  Based on surveys by mksurveys 
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Figure 5: HER map 
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Figure 6: Tithe Map 1841 
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Figure 7: Ordnance Survey 1:2,500 1864 
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Figure 8: Ordnance Survey 1:2,500 1898 
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Figure 9: Ordnance Survey 1:2,500 1910 
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Figure 10: Ordnance Survey 1:10,560 1938 
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Figure 11: Ordnance Survey 1:2,500 1972 



St George’s Way, Newport, Isle of Wight   
Desk Based Assessment 
Asda Stores Ltd 
 

 
 

 

 
F:\ARC04 Newport IoW\Reports\Newport IOW DBA revJune2012-3.docx         30 

 

 
Figure 12: Ordnance Survey 1:2,500 1989 
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Figure 13: Ordnance Survey 1:10,000 1994
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11.0 PLATES 

 
Plate 1: General view of the site looking south-west 
 
 
 
 

 
Plate 2: General view of the site looking south-east from St George’s Way 
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Plate 3: General view of the site looking north across the former football 
practice pitch towards the Football Club. 
 
 
 
 

 
Plate 4: General view of the site looking north-east from the former football 
practice pitch 
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Plate 5: View from the former football practice pitch towards the high point of 
the site in the south-east corner of the site 
 
 
 

 
Plate 6: Copse of trees concealing possible marl pit or pond 
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Plate 7: Public footpath at north-east corner of site, adjacent to Pan Lane, 
looking north-west beyond the site boundary 

 
Plate 8: Pan Farmhouse, Grade II Listed Building, view north from the northern 
site boundary 
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Plate 9: Geotechnical test pit 
 
 

 
Plate 10: Geotechnical test pit showing topsoil and gravels overlying 
 


