Medieval Resource Assessment for the Isle of Wight

Nature of Evidence

A variety of earthworks, built structures and belgmund evidence survives for this
period and finds are recorded in the HER. Documgreadence is also important.
However, knowledge of the Island’s medieval archagppis hampered by a lack of
large-scale modern excavations. The exceptionisagtiihe excavation programme
carried out at Carisbrooke Castle from 1976 to 198blished in an account which
also covers earlier excavations at this site (Ya20@0). The programme of coastal
excavation and fieldwork at Wootton-Quarr recordgphificant medieval remains
(Tomalin et al forthcoming). Various smaller-scaleavations are described under
the relevant headings. Recent evaluations and akoag in advance of development
have started to uncover medieval material in teeflaw years but the lack of
settlement excavations, both rural and urban, miéetthere are serious gaps in
knowledge, both in respect of structures and oenmtculture. From 2003 the
Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) has operatedhensie of Wight and has made a
very significant contribution to knowledge in respef material culture
<http://www.finds.org.uk.

In contrast to the small number of excavations eghleave been significant non-
excavational thematic and landscape studies. Dogtanestudy of taxation records
in connection with a national study of deserted ienea villages was undertaken in
the 1950s and 1960s (Beresford and Hurst 1971)mayt have misinterpreted the
evidence for the Isle of Wight (Sly 1988). Two garisurveys have been carried out
(Margham 1990, Margham 1992a) but this approaclis¢e be extended to the
Island’s remaining 28 historic parishes. Morphotadistudies of settlements have
also been carried out (Margham 1982, Margham 18&%gham 1992b) although
further work needs to be done in this area. Histpearks and gardens described in a
work published by the Isle of Wight County Counnitlude medieval deer parks and
gardens (Basford 1989). An Extensive Urban Survethe Isle of Wight's historic
towns has been carried out (Edwards 1999). Lapessarveys of various National
Trust properties have been prepared (Currie 199@0),22001, 2002, Bannister 2003).
The Isle of Wight Medieval Landscape Project, basedthe University of
Southampton, has done some work on medieval settienand land use
<http://www.arch.soton.ac.uk/Research

The Historic Landscape Character Assessment (He€2ntly completed by the Isle
of Wight County Archaeological Service is partialyaelevant to the medieval

period and has led to an increased understanditigedfistoric landscape. HLC
results have been synthesised in a report prefaré&hglish Heritage and the Isle of
Wight Council (Basford forthcoming a) but HLC typesl be subjected to further
analysis and ranking procedures in the Historiciemment Action Plan (HEAP)
being prepared by the County Archaeological SenAcBhD thesis currently in
preparation aims to explore the relevance of regjitand use and settlements models
in the context of the Isle of Wight (Basford fortimsing b).

The state of knowledge to 1980 was summarisedhe Vectis Report: A Survey of
Isle of Wight Archaeology’ (Basford 1980).Usefulusoes for the medieval period are
listed in this work and in ‘Isle of Wight Local H@y: A Guide to Sources’ (Parker
1975). Bibliographies relating mainly to medievatigpost-medieval historic land use



and settlement, and containing recently publishatemal, can be found in the Isle of
Wight HLC Report (Basford forthcoming a) and in ®ieD thesis referred to above
(Basford forthcoming b).

An overarching research question concerning allaological periods on the Isle of
Wight is the extent to which its island statusidgiished it from mainland areas and
shaped its development.

Inheritance

Carisbrooke Castle was a key site on the Isle @hiMirom Early Medieval times and
excavations by Young (2000) have provided new engdeon the origins of this site.
The earliest definite use of the castle hill-toCatisbrooke was as a cemetery in the
first half of the &' century. However, Young has postulated that tieiding remains
of the lower enclosure at Carisbrooke Castle irtditiae existence of a late Saxon
burgh at Carisbrooke Castle, built to defend the d$ Wight against Viking raids and
associated with two phases of substantial timbédibngs within the enclosure.

Apart from the possible burgh site at Carisbrookst{@ there is no direct evidence,
for the Viking raids on the Isle of Wight recordeylthe Anglo-Saxon Chronicle in
the late 8 century, late 10 century and early lcentury (Garmonsway 1972).
However, the Early Norman tower of Shalfleet Chuiidoyd and Pevsner 2006)
suggests a preoccupation with defence in the vablemorthern half of the Island,
near tidal inlets, even after the Norman Conqueatiking style cloak-pin has been
recorded from Wootton Haven and a Viking sword pahfrom Brading Haven.

Most of the evidence demonstrating the substaintieritance of Later Medieval
patterns of settlement and territorial organisatrom the Early Medieval Period
comes from documentary research, including stusfiebarters, and from place-name
studies. From the laté"Zentury ‘mother parishes’ appear to have evoltesting the
form of ‘bacon-rasher’ slices crossing the Islaraf the Solent to the south coast
(Hockey1982, 1-13). Freshwater, Calbourne, Car@tepNewchurch and Brading
provide convincing evidence of such parochial terieés in the period before the
Norman Conquest and Arreton was possibly at theeeh a further such territory
(Margham 2000, 121-123). The Carisbrooke Pardeasabeen subjected to a
particular study (Hase 1988, Hase 1994). NewchBanish survived as a unit of land
stretching right across the Island until th& t@ntury. These parishes seem to have
corresponded with the territories of early Anglo«@a estates. In origin they may
even have pre-dated the Anglo-Saxon invasion ofdlleeof Wight and have been
connected with Roman estates (Tomalin unpublishikdpugh this suggestion has
been challenged (Sewell 2000). By later Anglo-Satkmies some of the early estates
had been broken up into smaller landholdings, whrehdescribed in a number of
charters (Margham 2005, Margham forthcoming a)thetoundaries of the ‘mother
parishes’ seem to have remained largely intactaméve formed the basis of
medieval parochial organisation in which ‘daugitarishes’ were taken out of the
territories of the ‘mother parishes’.

The early Anglo-Saxon estates contained land int wiohe Island’s topographic
zones and seem to have been laid out to allow gaptm of various resources within
the landscape. Transhumance may possibly havegdraetised, with the less
productive and more wooded area of the Northerrdogls being used for extensive



grazing on a seasonal basis, although some newreadrom development-funded
excavation suggests more settlement and cultivatidhe Northern clays from
Roman times than had previously been suspebtethérk Archaeology, 2005
Nonetheless, the northern part of the Island reethimore heavily wooded than the
southern part in Later Medieval times and to thesent day, reflecting a pattern that
may have existed from prehistoric times. The |Ateglo-Saxon landscape has been
reconstructed by Margham (2003) and related tsitteeof individual estates.

The Carisbrooke area and Bowcombe Valley was asfémusettiement from Roman
times, with villas known at Carisbrooke and Cldtiett and a largely uninvestigated
buiding at Bowcombe. In the latd &nd &' centuries the Isle of Wight was occupied
by Pagan Anglo-Saxon settlers of Jutish originfusettlement sites of this period
have been recorded that can be linked with the tsrae at Carisbrooke Castle and
on Bowcombe Down, or with cemeteries elsewherenerigland such as Chessell
Down (Arnold 1982). Recent finds of Middle Saxorned# the south-west of
Carisbrooke Castle near Froglands Farm indicatar&eh at this site (UImschneider
2003) and could suggest a possible position fatiéesnent of earlier date,
contemporary with the Carisbrooke Castle and Bowmmiown cemeteries. In late
Saxon times the Island’s ‘central place’ was prdypabthe Carisbrooke area,
whether this central place was the defenoi@dh on the site of Carisbrooke Castle
suggested by Young (2000), on the site of the pteskbage or elsewhere (Margham
1992). Domesday Book does not refer to Carisbrdiykeame but describes the
manor of Bowcombe in which Carisbrooke lay, recogdiolls which indicate the
existence of a market. Carisbrooke survived assihed’s focal point until the
borough of Newport was founded in the lat&' t2ntury.

Domesday Book records ten churches and approxiynbB®€ manors on the Isle of
Wight (Hockey 1982, 2; Basford 1980, 142-14; Mudi®g2). However, many
settlements unrecorded in Domesday Book originetéthrly Medieval times, as
attested by their Anglo-Saxon place-names (Koké&®40, Margham forthcoming b).
Most manorial settlement probably consisted ofrttamor house and a few
surrounding peasant dwellings, although one orrmay have been associated with
nucleated settlements. From thé"tentury some lords established chapels close to
their manor houses and these gradually achievestipiat status during the Middle
Ages. The mixed medieval pattern of nucleated aspktsed settlement on the Isle of
Wight may have Early Medieval origins but this topeéquires further study.

Chronology

The main sequence of historical events is well tstded although the various
‘histories’ listed in Parker (1975, 162-163) areimhaof 19" century date. There is
no comprehensive recent account of the Island’sewathistory although it has been
covered to some extent by Jones and Jones (198igrély speaking, the limited
amount of excavation has prevented the establishafenclear chronological
framework for the archaeology of this period ajmtn built structures which are
dated on architectural evidence (Lloyd and Pev2Aé6). However, during the
Wootton-Quarr Project scientific dating methodsevapplied not only to earlier
periods but also to medieval materials such asabtiles from the Quarr tile kiln
(Loader et al 1997, 24). Excavations at Carisbrdakes produced, for the first time
on the Isle of Wight, good stratified sequenceartéfacts for the medieval and post-
medieval periods (Young 2000).



Landscape and Land Use

Excavation has played a limited role in understagdiis theme although a survey
associated with excavations on Ashey Down recondedieval features (Drewett
1970). Fieldwork has lead to the discovery of cdasable numbers of earthworks
associated with medieval land use. Present dagtape features such as woods and
boundaries are often survivals from the medievadisgape although in some cases
they may be even older in origin. Landscape stumtlyanalysis, including the use of
air photographs, has contributed significantlyhte tinderstanding of this topic.“16
century royal surveys of the Isle of Wight are &epdially valuable source, discussed
in the Isle of Wight HLC Report but not yet fullx@ored (Basford forthcoming a).

The Isle of Wight was included within Rackham’s @ant Countryside Region’ and
has been placed by Roberts and Wrathmell (200®)20hin their ‘South Eastern
Province’ which has many of the characteristicRatkham’s ‘Ancient Countryside’.
However, the Isle of Wight has a remarkably vahesdoric landscape character in
relation to its small size and the HLC Project thesefore defined a number of
discrete Historic Landscape Character Areas baseptology, topography, historic
land use, settlement patterns and other factorsf@Bhforthcoming a). These
character areas encompass chalk downland, sandstteys and ridges, northern
claylands with gravel cappings, a limestone plaid #he almost unique Isle of Wight
Undercliff, a coastal landslip dating from the Hmle.

Despite Rackham’s assertion that open-field wakeeiabsent or of modest extent’
within his region of ‘Ancient Countryside’ (Rackhatf86, table 1.2) it has been
demonstrated by Roberts and Wrathmell (2002, fihthat open-field formerly
covered considerable areas of the South Eastexmieeo Williamson (2003, 5) has
also stressed that in areas of ‘Ancient Countrysigen-field systems were often
extensive in medieval times although they were lguaegular, smaller and more
numerous than in Midland districts, and encloseahagarlier date.

Prior to the HLC Project (Basford forthcoming a)systematic study had been made
of the extent of open-field on the Isle of Wighteawhole in medieval and post-
medieval times. However, studies of FreshwatersRgiMargham 1992) and
Swainston Manor (Jones 1991) showed that these acgdiained some open-field
which survived into post-medieval times. The HL®@jEct has now provided
evidence for the probable existence of open-fielchany parts of the Island, although
it appears to have been largely absent from théhewor clays, the central chalk ridge
and the Undercliff. However, the Island landscapelld have looked quite different
from that of the English Midlands, where open-fiatdble occupied up to eighty or
ninety percent of the total land in some townships.the Isle of Wight most
medieval manors would probably have had a corgehdield arable farmed by
manorial tenants but the amount of land devotezptn-field arable would generally
have been limited in extent and each manor wowe had variable amounts of
common or waste (including downland common pastureany cases), valley-floor
meadow and woodland.

Until post-medieval times the Isle of Wight appetarfiave possessed a relatively
large area of land classified in the HLCvasste common or hea#imd most of this
land was probably heathland although this landstgpenow barely survives on the



Island. The former existence of heathland conststaine of the historic
characteristics distinguishing ‘Ancient Countrysittem ‘Planned Countryside’.
Winding roads and tracks are a distinctive compboéthe Island’s present historic
landscape character and have been defined by Rackkh@ane of the modern
characteristics of ‘Ancient Countryside’. Rackhalspaconsidered that the presence
of many small woods was, historically, a featureAsfcient Countryside’ (Rackham
1986, tables 1.1 and 1.2). In this respect onlynttr¢hern half of the Isle of Wight
conforms to Rackham’s model whereas the centrakanthern parts of the Island
possess a considerable area of chalk downlancededmwoodland in prehistory and
relatively large areas of former Greensand heattmFswine-rents recorded in the
Domesday survey Rackham (1986, 78) has tentatestlgnated that the Isle of Wight
had only 6% of woodland in 1086, compared with lif%ampshire and 70% in the
Weald. However, the HLC estimates of woodland oriemt sites and of assarted
woodland on the Isle of Wight may indicate that IRem’s figures are too low.

Cahill (1984) has cautioned against viewing tharldls central and southern downs
as a static monocultural habitat. There is a ca@naldle body of evidence for
prehistoric, Romano-British and medieval field syss on the downs but their major
use in medieval times was probably as common gydaimd in the ownership of
individual manors. However, some downland was bjassed for arable cultivation,
as on Ashey Down where ridge and furrow has beeorded (Drewett 1970). A
stock enclosure also recorded by Drewett on AshayrDis the only known example
of enclosed pasture on the chalk in medieval timgsnclosure of the downs to
create private grazing lands was widespread frami i century.

Surviving or recorded evidence for different typésnedieval land use on the Isle of
Wight is summarised below.

Ridge and Furrow

Ridge and furrow earthworks are usually poorly mkedi on the Isle of Wight in
comparison with those in the Midlands. Until re¢gndnly very limited areas had
been located but more examples are now recordiée iHER, partly as a result of
recent surveys. The Coastal Audit IWCAHES 200@nttfied very narrow ridge and
furrow within the rough ground of the Underclifiogsibly representing lazy beds, as
well as examples near the northern coast. Develioeled work by Network
Archaeology (2005) has also identified ridge armtddw on the northern clays.
However, some of the sites recorded in the HERpeobkably post-medieval. Ridge
and furrow near the medieval borough of Newtowaris of the few examples that
can be securely associated with medieval settle(Basford 1980, 45-48). There is a
need for a morphological study of ridge and furamwthe Isle of Wight.

Strip Lynchets

Some examples survive on steep downland slopdading those at Chillerton
Down, Chillerton village, St Catherine’s Hill and Martin’s Down. A
comprehensive audit is required.

Woodland and Forest

Parkhurst Forest existed by AD 986 and after therdm Conquest was a hunting
preserve of the lords of the Island until 1293 whdecame a royal forest (Chatters
1991). Historically, part of Parkhurst Forest waso@ pasture and part was



heathland. Most other woodland was probably endiagsenedieval times and may
have been managed by coppicing. Combley Great Wasdowned by Quarr Abbey
in the Middle Ages and a bank running just instie wood may be a medieval
enclosure bank. A woodland survey is required émidly surviving archaeological
earthworks and to relate the field evidence to emalidocumentary records.

Boundary Banks

Recorded boundary banks include those thoughtftnedklocks of manorial
downland and/or parish boundaries, as for instafmeg the edge of Wroxall Down
and Luccombe Down (Currie 2002), Mottistone Dowmd &ligh Down (IWCAHES
2000). A downland survey is required to identifi@t boundary banks and
archaeological earthworks, and to relate field ena to documentary records.

Deer Parks

Nine definite or possible medieval deer parks aterded by Basford (1989) and one
or two more have been identified in the HLC Prqjéthe King’s Park’ at
Watchingwell, recorded in Domesday Book, is onéhefoldest known deer parks in
England. A survey is required to identify survivifigid evidence for deer parks.

Rabbit Warrens/Pillow Mounds

There are various documentary references to mddiaviit warrens. Worsley (1781,
264) stated that ‘the greater part of Thorley waseoa rabbit warren, as appears by a
grant of the Countess Isabella, who gave to thar BfiChrist-church a fifth part of

the coneys in her manor of Thorley’. Elsewherebitgbrvere encouraged to burrow in
man-made earthworks now known as ‘pillow moundgarbples of these occur on
Ashey Down, Knighton Down and north of Rowdown Gapgdedieval references to
rabbit husbandry on the Isle of Wight are discusseHiockey (1982, 205-212).

Fish Ponds

These survive as earthworks at Quarr Abbey anceatidam Farm, once a grange of
the abbey (Hockey 1970 49-51, Tomalin et al forthog). Manorial fishponds
survive or are recorded at Stenbury, Great Budbti@grton, East Ashey, Kingston
and Yaverland. The moated sites mentioned belowatsnyhave been used as
fishponds.

Gardens

The only medieval gardens known to have existetherisle of Wight were created
by the 18 century ruler of the Island, Isabella de Fortitars] recorded in
contemporary documents (Jones 1989).

Social Organisation

Information about the broad social organisatiothefisle of Wight and the lives of
important landowners is available from documentyrces. Some surviving
buildings also provide evidence for the lives agjthstatus landowners. However,
there is little information for this period abobetorganisation of town or village
communities although some research has been dotie drudor period (Jones
1978). There is a general lack of archaeologicalemce apart from that provided by
the Carisbrooke Castle excavations.



Following the Norman Conquest the military sigraiice and special status of the Isle
of Wight was reflected in its donation to WilliantZOsbern (an important Norman
lord close to William the Conqueror) and in the stoaction of Carisbrooke Castle.
Quasi-independent hereditary Lords of the Islaridtea for most of the period
between 1066 and 1293 but after this date thehgodsas in the nature of a Crown
appointment rather than a permanent fief (Peers,1®8, Sheridon 1974). In the™.6
century the lordship remained with the Crown anly eaptains of the castle were
appointed although they were the effective civi amilitary governors of the Island.
The status of the various Lords and Captains ofdleeof Wight is reflected in the
great hall and other interior buildings at Carisi® Castle, despite much later
alteration (Lloyd and Pevsner 2006 109-111). Anogreat landowner on the Isle of
Wight was the see of Winchester which owned thatesif Swainston in Calbourne
Parish from before the Norman Conquest until trib@frthe 18' century (Page ed.
1912 218-219). At Swainston a high status 12thgitcentury solar wing to a
former hall survives (Lloyd and Pevsner 2006 278)28

From 1293 the Isle of Wight was incorporated fomadstrative purposes into the
County of Southampton (Hampshire) until it becano@anty in its own right in
1890. For local jurisdiction the Island was dividatb hundreds and tithings. From
the 12" century there were two hundreds known as the Eestne and the West
Medine (Kokeritz 1940 2-4), the dividing line be®vethem being the river Medina.
Each hundred was then sub-divided into tithinge Thhingman or Constable of
each tithing had to present all males within Hising at the Hundred Court, known
on the Island as the Knighten Court. The courtlierEast Medine met at ‘La Hatte
and that of the West Medine at ‘La Pitte’, bothgaleon St George’s Down near
Newport. The Island towns, the manors of Swainstwh Ashey with Ryde, and the
‘Island of Freshwater’ were outside the jurisdintiaf the Knighten Court, each
keeping its own court (Russell ed. 1981).

After 1066 a considerable amount of land was gchtighe Norman Abbey of Lyre
and this land was administered by Carisbrooke Pfimm the 13" century (Hockey
ed. 1981). The other Island priories of St Hel&iCross and Appuldurcombe also
held land locally (Hockey 1982 30-64) but Quarr Aplwas, with Lyre, the major
religious landowner on the Island, possessing uariocal granges and manors on
sites that are often still occupied by farms (Hgckd. 1991). Religious organisations
were responsible for medical and social care irMidzlle Ages. Carisbrooke Priory
maintained a nearby leper hospital, another hdspitacorded at Yarmouth, and a
social confraternity with its own building existatiNorthwood (Basford 1980, 142).

Manorial holdings on the Isle of Wight were numesgparishes usually containing
several manors, in contrast with other parts ofl&mdywhere parishes and manors
were coterminous. A comparative study of parishrmadorial organisation on the
Isle of Wight and elsewhere would be useful. Mamauses are often found in close
association with the parish church or possesse@mnahichapels. The size and status
of manorial holdings seems to have varied considg@nd this is reflected in two
surviving manorial buildings. The so-called ‘Chalebey’ is the remains of a
substantial stone manor house built by John defoathgvho was Constable of
Carisbrooke Castle froom 1334 to 1342 (Lloyd andsRer 2006, 116). The post-
medieval Woolverton Manor at St Lawrence contairtkiw its grounds the ruin of a



late 13" century stone building, thought to represent & senall manorial house
(Lloyd and Pevsner 2006, 252).

Rural Settlement
Excavation has not been very significant in prawginformation for this theme but
landscape studies and analyses have provided Valdata.

In their work on Deserted Medieval Villages Beredfand Hurst (1971) identified
thirty two supposed DMVs on the Island but therktile archaeological evidence
which indicates the wholesale desertion of nuctbaitages. Sly (1988) has
suggested that the documentary evidence was migiated to some extent by
Beresford and Hurst and that settlement shrinkagebe clearly demonstrated at only
a few sites. The term ‘deserted medieval villageiow largely outmoded in medieval
studies and is no longer used by English Heritage lMlonument Class Description
(Roberts and Wrathmell 2000, 3; English Heritag8é3)9When applied to the Isle of
Wight the term begs the question as to how manyienabtsettlements were
nucleated villages. Roberts and Wrathmell (2000, h4@e placed the Isle of Wight
within their ‘South Eastern Province’ which thewbalescribed as an area of
‘scattered nucleations, hamlets, villages and madwens’ in contrast with their
‘Central Province’ which is characterised by ‘laxgcentrations of nucleated
settlements’. The Isle of Wight conforms broadlyhe pattern of mixed settlement
described by Roberts and Wrathmell for the ‘Sowdkt&rn Province’ but has a larger
amount of dispersed settlement than some partssoptovince.

Despite the lack of archaeological evidence faydascale settlement desertion,
depopulation certainly affected the Isle of Wighthe later Middle Ages, The very
first Act of Parliament against depopulation, dgtirom 1488, deals only with the
Isle of Wight (4 Hen.VII ¢.16, 17). In the $&entury the issue of depopulation was
perceived to be bound up with that of enclosures Tdpic is discussed further in the
Isle of Wight HLC Report (Basford forthcoming ahd University of Southampton’s
Isle of Wight Medieval Landscape Project was lawacim 1996
<http://www.arch.soton.ac.uk/ResearchThis project aimed to carry out fieldwork
and to re-examine the documentary evidence, p&tlgunedieval taxation records,
but it is not known how much work has been dong¢herproject.

An analysis of settlement type and distributiomuded in the HLC Report,
drawing on the evidence of the Ordnance Surveyélesunpublished drawings
(Gardener 1793-1810). These drawings show a comatiemt of nucleated settlement
around the downland edges and at the interfaceceetwifferent HLC Areas. In
addition, there are clusters of settlement withmRreshwater Isleand
Thorley/Wellow PlairHLC Areas. However, the drawings also show aithistion of
dispersed settlement that covers all HLC Areasraost kilometre squares within the
Island, excluding only a few areas of high downland Parkhurst Forest. The
antiquity of this wide-spread dispersed settlenpatttern requires further
investigation. Can it be seen as a faint echo ttleseent patterns in prehistoric or
Romano-British times or does it reflect the colaian of less productive areas of the
Island in medieval times? Another characteristitsie of Wight rural settlement, as
shown on early maps and surviving to the presentiddahe existence of
church/manor complexes. Research is needed totigaeswhether these reflect



early medieval/medieval settlement patterns or hdrethey are the result of later
settlement shift and desertion.

Some work on settlement morphology has been dordrgham (1982, 1983, 1992)
and this topic has been explored further in the HRgport (Basford forthcoming a),
using the evidence of the Ordnance Survey 1793-#18dWings. Where nucleated
settlements lay on relatively flat land with risiggound behind they were often small
nucleated clusters such as Godshill. Brighstonepemed several nucleated clusters
in close proximity. Where settlements lay withillegs a more linear form occurs, as
at Chillerton, Gatcombe and Whitwell. Carisbrookspthys a regular row plan
(Margham 1992b). The settlement morphology of Sekkeis unique amongst
surviving settlements on the Isle of Wight in comjmg a regular one row plan with a
green, although this settlement form is commoromes parts of the country. Open
fields beyond the property plots at St Helens apfgehave been laid out with a
degree of regularity unusual on the Isle of Wigid &eir relationship with the
adjacent village suggests a degree of planning wmrenonly found in Roberts’ and
Wrathmell’'s ‘Central Province’. St Helens is orfdlee few places on the Island apart
from Carisbrooke where the formal planning or raqpling of a village sized
settlement in medieval times can be suggestedyutha similar planned settlement
may possibly have been laid out at Freshwater Goeefailed to survive in its
original form (Margham 1992a). Elsewhere withinéBhwater Isle’ settlement was
‘polyfocal’, consisting of numerous hamlets arownaall greens rather than the
isolated farms, church/manor complexes and smalkated villages that occurred
elsewhere in the Island.

Information on specific rural settlement sitesussnarised below.

Excavated Sites

Wolverton (Centurion’s Copse) Deserted manorial moated settlement subject to
limited amateur excavation in the 1950s.

Flowers Brook (Steephill) Probable site of medieval settlement associatédd w
cemetery discussed below

Moated Sites

Apart from the site of Wolverton (Centurion’s Copseentioned above, moated sites
are known as earthworks\atolverton Manor (Shorwell), atStenbury Manor
(associated with house platforms and other eartksyoatGreat Budbridge Manor
and from documentary evidenceBatrton Manor.

Deserted/Shrunken/Shifted Settlements

East Ashey Earthwork remains of manorial settlement. Stugemtey (Sly 1988).
West Nunwell AP evidence & earthwork remains of manorial setiént - fieldwork
carried out by Isle of Wight Medieval Landscapejécb

Thorley: Extant church/manor complex with an interrupted settlement at Thorley
Street some distance to the east. Margham (19903uggested settlement shift from
the manorial site to Thorley Street by the midesxith century.

Stenbury Manor. Student survey (Sly 1988).

Nettlecombe Earthwork remains close to existing hamlet.

Watchingwell. Student survey (Sly 1988).



Undercliff Middens

A number of middens in the Isle of Wight Undercéfid Landslip were recorded in
the first half of the 28 century (Basford 1980, 153) and one was excay@edning
1939). These may be associated with nearby setiteex@loiting coastal resources.

Urban Settlement

Evidence for this theme is in the form of cleadgmtifiable medieval urban areas
with surviving street plans. There is also thelik@od of significant buried
archaeological deposits although there have begnfee excavations and none on a
large scale. However, one or two watching briefisi small-scale development-
driven excavations in Newport have yielded some imé@rmation. The County
Archaeological Service has monitored developmemtsteenches in Newport for
many years but a surprisingly small quantity oéfatts have been recovered or
recorded.

The Vectis Report (Basford 1980 40-48) provideswerview of the Island’s
medieval towns but a much more detailed analysisbeafound in the Extensive
Urban Survey of the Isle of Wight's Historic Towwhich deals with the settlements
of Newport (Edwards 1999a), Yarmouth (Edwards 1998ewtown (Edwards
1999c), Brading (Edwards 1999d), Carisbrooke (Edwd999e¢), St Helens (Edwards
1999f) and Cowes (Edwards 1999¢). However, Cargte@nd St Helens do not
appear to have sufficient ‘urban’ attributes tocharacterised as urban settlements
(Darvill 1992, 35) whilst Cowes developed in thespmedieval period. The four
remaining settlements of Newport, Yarmouth, Newta@mad Brading are all planned
medieval towns with markets and fairs. Newport,nfanth and Newtown had
charters of incorporation. Yarmouth and Newportdariate 13 century date and
were founded by members of the de Redvers famiig were hereditary Lords of
the Island. Newtown was founded by the Bishop Edé&Vinchester on land within
his manor of Swainston in 1256. Page (1912, 168)Edwards (1999d) have
suggested that the growth of Brading was linketthéoacquisition of the manor of
Whitefield by King Edward | and his grant of a metrland fair in 1285 but it has also
been suggested that the town may have been creddgthlly by the local Lord of

the Manor, William Fitz Stur, in the early"12entury (pers comm. Webster).

All four planned towns were situated beside naviga&stuaries or tidal inlets,
emphasising the importance of water transportisyghriod. Newport was the
Island’s most significant town in the Middle Agesdehas remained so until the
present day. However, none of the Island towns weng prosperous in medieval
times and Newport, Yarmouth and Newtown sufferedifiFrench raids in 1377.
Newtown had failed completely as a town by th& ¢éntury. This has allowed
extremely good preservation of the town plan, ideig all the streets, some burgess
plots and an area of former open-field. Newportddae preserved its medieval grid-
plan of streets, now surrounded by later developsadine less complex grid-plan of
streets at Yarmouth and the regular row patteBrading also date from medieval
times.

The only excavated evidence comes from Newportaiztons in 1978 at
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Cockram’s Yard on the site of a new supermarkebvered pits containing medieval
material. Excavation of a section ofl@ntury water pipe in the High Street during
1980 revealed a layer of burnt material which hesnlinterpreted as evidence of the
1377 French raid (Tomalin and Scaife 1987). Buddivork at Sea Street in 1980
revealed a pit containing sherds of a Saintongelatimg from the mid 13to 14"
century Nelson 1984)An evaluation excavation at South Street inddtgieod

survival of archaeological deposits and a signifidavel of medieval activity
including traces of walls, whilst a substantialeasblage of medieval pottery
recovered from a pit and two features on the sée suggestive of a possible kiln site
(Michaels 2004). At Lugley Street medieval pits gudlies and a stratified medieval
deposit were recorded during a developer-fundedwaton (Southern
Archaeological Services 2005) but hardly any mealievaterial was recorded during
the recent redevelopment of Newport Bus Stationgdviiand Edmunds 2006, 6-7).

Built Environment

The newly revised Isle of Wight volume in the ‘Biiilgs of England’ series (Lloyd
and Pevsner 2006) provides an excellent architaicassessment of the built
environment, including surviving medieval buildinghese are nearly all either
ecclesiastical buildings or high status seculaldings. The secular buildings of
Carisbrooke Castle, Swainston, ‘Chale Abbey’ andWerton, St Lawrence have all
been described above. The Isle of Wight is noted$cstone manor houses but most
of these are Jacobean. However, at Mottistonedt# sving may possibly be of late
medieval date and at West Court, Shorwell one wiag date from the early 16
century.

Despite the availability of good local building seomost medieval domestic
buildings on the Isle of Wight appear to have baber-framed and have not
survived. A timber-framed house at Brading now fimgrpart of the Wax Museum is
probably later than 1550. However, a rare sunatdburnard is part of Rew Street
Farmhouse comprising a timber-framed cruck buildpagsibly dating from ¢.1400,
encased in later stonework. The only remains ofievadifarm buildings are at
Arreton and Chale. The stone-walled tithe barnragtan, partly 15 century in

origin, is now a ruin with its fine thatched anchkbier-framed roof lost (Peters 1964).
Another stone-walled barn at Chale has survivediich better condition. It is 16
century and has one original truss surviving inrtiaf timbers. A good picture of
medieval farmhouses, cottages and farm buildingseaobtained from a survey of
Swainston Manor, even though this document dates 630 (Jones 1991)

Only the churches at Arreton and Freshwater prosidectural evidence of Anglo-
Saxon origins. There are no complete Norman chsrbhethe Norman tower at
Shalfleet has already been noted and significaninldo features survive in other
churches. There are some notable features of tthg Eaglish period in Isle of Wight
churches but little medieval work of note apartirtowers, especially those at
Carisbrooke and Chale.

There are scanty remains of Quarr Abbey, founddd B1, but these are mainly of
13" century date. No claustral remains of St Maryierat Carisbrooke survive but
the present parish church also functioned as tiloeyprhurch in medieval times.
Similarly, St Helens Priory shared a church witl gfarish of the same name. The
remains of the medieval St Helens church tower sowive as a seamark although
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no other evidence of the priory survives and théspachurch has been rebuilt
elsewhere.

Archaeological fieldwork on above-ground built stiures has been limited. An
archaeological survey of the stonework of Kingstharch was carried out after the
church was declared redundant in 1985 (Basford J198%hotogrammetric survey
of building remains and walls at Quarr Abbey wasied out in November 1994 on
behalf of English Heritage and other survey work haen carried out by
Southampton University (Sly and Clark 1997, Edmoetdsl 2002).

Ceremony, Ritual and Religion

Above-ground sites are mainly those of medievaispazhurches and their interior
fittings. There are a few standing monuments ssdh@ remains of Quarr Abbey.
Apart from Quarr Abbey, the Island possessed fourips in medieval times, these
being Carisbrooke, St Cross at Newport, Appuldutosemnd St Helens. The Island’s
religious houses have been well documented by Ho(&/0; 1981; 1982; 1991).
Various manorial chapels are also recorded in tloeichentary record (Basford 1980,
140-141; Hockey 1982, 8-11). A number of holy watiarked on 19 century maps
may be of medieval origin. Recently, the Portabhiduities Scheme has recorded a
number of religious objects.

Excavation of religious sites has been very limi#&docal Antiquarian and
architectural historian excavated at Quarr Abbeth@nlate 19 century and recovered
the ground plan of this Cistercian abbey, founaetlli31 (Stone 1891). The same
investigator uncovered the foundations of the chagiached to St Catherine’s
Lighthouse. An evaluation excavation at Priory Famrthe 1990s found traces of
buildings thought to be associated with Carisbrd@kery (Whitehead and Higgins
1995, 15).

The only medieval cemetery to have been excavatatiklowers Brook, Steephill on
the Undercliff coast. Here, a developer-funded eatabn and limited excavation
found the remains of up to forty inhumations (pmys1m Stump). These burials may
have been associated with the remains of a stoméedabuilding on the eroding cliff-
edge which could have been a chapel, and with gesattlement remains. The
settlement may be that of the medieval manorialihgl of Steephill, although no
chapel or burial ground is known from medieval relso A very small quantity of
pottery was found and this was of Saxo-Norman dédsvever, some of the
excavated skeletons had cuts to the head and bpggr suggesting a violent death
(pers comm. Motkin). The most likely historical ¢ext for violence of this type
would be the 14 century French raids on the Isle of Wight. Unfagtely, this site
still awaits publication

Comprehensive descriptions of the Island’s parisirches are contained in Lloyd
and Pevsner (2006). Most are still in regular usteven the tiny buildings of
Bonchurch Old Church and St Lawrence Old Churchiigey although superseded for
regular worship. Kingston Church, although surviyirs now redundant. At Thorley
only the porch of the medieval parish church swesjwnext to the manor house. This
building may have fallen out of use due to settlenshift. Lists and descriptions of
sculpture, memorials, wall paintings and interittirfgs within parish churches are
contained in Green (1969, 73-92). Surviving stongngs include a supposed sheela-
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na-gig set over the displaced Norman arch at thamce to Binstead churchyard

(Hutchinson and Hutchinson 1969, Green 1969, 11\WaJl paintings are recorded
from several churches and significant examplesigaitat Godshill and Shorwell. A
study of Isle of Wight church dedications has besmied out by Margham (1997).

A number of manorial and private chapels existesh@tieval times and these have
been listed and described (Basford 1980, 140-14tkely 1982, 8-11). The Chapel
of St Nicholas, inside Carisbrooke Castle and lebumodern times, was nominally
a parish church with its own parish lands scattadss the Island. Adjoining the
Great Hall of Carisbrooke Castle is the privatepet@f Isabella de Fortibus, built
from 1270, now converted to a staircase hall (Llapd Pevsner 2006, 109-110).

At least two holy springs or wells are recordedrfrihe Isle of Wight, these being St
Boniface Well on Ventnor Down and St Lawrence Vifelhe Undercliff (Whitehead
1911, 118-119, 171). St Boniface Well was notecChyrie (2002, 64) who reported
that the exact site of this spring is no longeiblés St Lawrence Well is housed
within an early 18 century listed building. The well house coveringnifted’s Well
at Swainston is also listed but this site is asgediwith a 18 century owner of the
Swainston estate and does not have religious asss.

Some significant finds connected with religion hseen recorded through the
Portable Antiquities Scheme. These include leadudlag made to hold holy water
and Papal bullae (seals attached to Papal documAmsarticularly interesting find
from Brighstone Parish is a small™.dentury copper alloy figurine of the Madonna
and Child. Such figurines are generally considéoduak fittings from Precentors'
staffs or croziers. Another religious object frorawport is an alabaster carving of a
bird, probably an effigy of the Dove as the Holyr&pThe outline profile of the
mount is coffin-shaped and the object may posgible formed a lid for a miniature
coffin which served as a reliquary.

Warfare, Defence and Military Installations

The Isle of Wight's history has been shaped toresicterable extent by its vulnerable
but strategic position and by the needs of defeflee.perceived threat changed over
the centuries. From thd'@entury until the 1 century the main threat was from
Viking raids. Immediately after the Norman Conquést main function of
Carisbrooke Castle was to impress and subdue tlaé population and to emphasise
the dominance of the new Norman overlord. Cariskeomas the only substantial
fortification until the 18 century and its site at the centre of the Islaftithe Island
open to coastal attack. French raiders attacketskaed twice in the 12 century,
devastating the towns of Yarmouth, Newtown and Nevim 1377 (Jones and Jones
1987, 35). Fear of French attack led the monk3uerr to obtain a licence to
crenellate in 1365 (Renn 1954). Parts of the riegufirecinct wall survive, containing
two of the earliest surviving gunports recorde@ritain. The monks also appeared to
have fortified a coastal warehouse at nearby Fistrio(Page ed 1912, 151, Stone
1891 Vol. 1, 32). At the very end of the medievatipd the French were once again
perceived as a threat and in the reign of Henry &dstles were built at West Cowes,
East Cowes, Sandown and Yarmouth and at HursteCastthe mainland shore (the
latter two defending the Needles passage). YarmGasile survives, as does the
battery of West Cowes Castle, now incorporatethénRoyal Yacht Squadron
(Basford 1980, 132-133; Jones and Jones 1987, 16-47

13



Carisbrooke Castle is a complex site with manydwg phases and was the subject
of considerable study before the excavation prograrandertaken by Young (2000)
from 1976 to 1981. The earliest identifiable defemaphase comprises the stone
revetted lower enclosure, dated by Young to thiydaf" century. During Young's
excavations evidence was found for a Conquest gheingwork occupying part of the
lower enclosure. This ringwork was soon replaced Inyassive motte-and bailey
castle, the earthworks of which still survive. Thias presumably first defended in
timber but by 1136 the defences had been reconstliic stone. Throughout the rest
of the Middle Ages the castle underwent various ifications, including the building
of the gatehouse drum towers. Another phase ofmmagalifications to the castle took
place in post-medieval times, culminating in iteneersion to an artillery fortress with
a pentagonal bastioned trace from 1595 to 1602nButs long history Carisbrooke
Castle experienced military action only twice: 86 it was besieged and taken by
King Stephen; during the French raids of 1377 #mle was again besieged but on
this occasion withstood the attack (Chamberlin 1985).

To guard against invasion a beacon system existedeolsland in the Middle Ages.

A list of beacon sites survives from1324 and onthefsites listed may have been the
Harborough barrow, of Bronze Age date, on Mottist@rown (Kdkeritz 1940,
Ixxxvii-Ixxxi, Basford 1980, 133-134).

The geographical position of the Isle of Wight o$f@oth a shelter for fleets and lines
of easy inland penetration on the mainland, thusgithe Island great strategical
importance (Hockey 1982, 81-104). The Anglo-Saxbmno@icle records frequent
harrying of the Isle of Wight by Viking fleets. Tianes sheltered their fleet in the
Solent and overwintered on the Island in 1006.dvalhg the use of Island harbours
by Godwin and Tosti, Harold based his fleet onlth&nd and made his headquarters
inland whilst awaiting the invasion of William ofddmandy. During the Hundred
Years War with France it was necessary to contngiping and regulations were
issued (cited in Worsley 1781, 31) that the onlgtpof entry to the Island were to be
La Riche (Ryde), Shamblord (up-river from moderm@&s) and Eremue (Yarmouth).
The reference to La Riche, or Ryde, may possildbrte Barnsley Harbour to the
east of Ryde, since Ryde does not possess a natuwlalur. St Helens was also
apparently a significant medieval port, as in 13aRé ports of St Helens and Hamble
on the mainland were ordered to find a ship for &dl\’'s expedition against the
Scots. It is thought that St Helens was the pdimthach a French force landed in
1340 (Edwards 1999f, 2-3). In the™6entury the Island had a centre for both
shipboard and shore-based trading in stolen cargb®4ead Hole on the northern
coast between East Cowes and Wootton (Jones 19/89%).

Material Culture

Our knowledge of material culture on the Isle ofgiitiduring this period is due
mainly to a very few research excavations, to reserall-scale developer funded
excavations in connection with pipe laying openatiand to the Portable Antiquities
Scheme. The material from the small-scale recerdvations, which is mainly
ceramic, complements the mainly metallic objecteréed by the Portable
Antiquities Scheme.
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In 1980 a mere 13 medieval find spots were listeithé Vectis Report, excluding
excavated sites (Basford 1980, 153-154). By AugQ66 there were 640 medieval
objects from the Isle of Wight on the Portable Aotties website. The range of
objects found since 2003 is as surprising as tlaatipy. Apart from the religious
objects mentioned above common finds include c@@al matrices, buckles, harness
pendants, brooches, purse bars, strap fittingenmkpadlocks, cloth seals, keys and
steelyard weights. More unusual finds include agivebox and weight box lid. Some
ceramic material has also been recorded througbdheme.

Until the Carisbrooke Castle excavations from 1876981 the only field
investigation which had contributed significantarhation about the Island’s
material culture in medieval times was the excavatif a kiln at Knighton. Grey and
red surface pottery was found, dated to the ldsofizhe 158" century; also ridge,
floor and flat roof tiles (Fennelly 1969).

The Carisbrooke Castle excavations produced tkerfigjor collection of medieval
and post-medieval materials from the Isle of Wigbénerally, there is a marked
contrast between luxury and high-value items wic@ime from outside the Island and
everyday items, such as pottery, which was maddliod’ he defensive role of the
castle is well attested by the military and horgaiigment among the ironwork, as
well as cannonballs and other projectiles in btine and ceramic materials. The
earliest occupation layers are marked by a predamem of locally produced pottery
and building stone with only small amounts of nooal produce while the
environmental evidence indicates a diet fit foraarigon rather than a high status
establishment. The emphasis on local sources @igitjas allowed a characterisation
of medieval pottery production on the Island. Tiszepancy between documentary
emphasis on the use of the castle as a high stgigence and the lack of
archaeological evidence for high status goods neagolmnected with the spatial
limitations of the excavated areas (Young 2000;2@®). A further discussion of the
Carisbrooke Castle pottery and excavations caoutnedfin Tomalin (2002)

Fieldwalking by the Isle of Wight Natural Historpd Archaeology Society has
produced artefacts scatters from Mersley Farm atel Farm (Trott 2000a, Trott
2003). Medieval pottery, tiles and occupation feaguwvere recorded from an
evaluation excavation at Mersley Farm (Trott 2000ie Seaclean Wight pipeline
which was dug across the Island in the late 199@gged an opportunity to excavate
along the pipeline route (RPS Consultants 2001 nyMuaedieval artefact scatters
were recorded as well as middens, pits and ocaup&tatures. The Transco Gas
pipeline offered a similar opportunity for excawattiin the north part of the Island and
also produced some medieval material (Network Aeolagy 2005). A watching

brief at Shalfleet uncovered a pit, a ditch antv@rme inlet of late Saxon to medieval
date. These features contained containdtta@3" century domestic midden
material including a significant quantity of poitéil rott 2006).

Crafts, Trades and Industries

Knowledge of this theme has been gained from Beldey and some excavation, as
well as from documentary sources. Metal-detectedisfhave also contributed to
knowledge.
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Throughout the medieval period the Isle of Wight lasrural economy and small
market centres with local crafts and industriesthate was some larger scale
production of certain materials for export. The tmogportant export in Norman
times was Quarr and Binstead Limestone. This lioreshiad been used locally in
Roman and Saxon times and had also been exportbd toainland. In 1079 Bishop
Walkelin of Winchester was granted land at Binstiadbtain material for the new
cathedral. Much Quarr stone can be seen in Wineh€stthedral. It was also used in
Chichester Cathedral, in rebuilding the abbey dhatcRomsey and in numerous
Norman parish churches in Hampshire and Sussexc@éser Binstead Stone was
used after the supply of Quarr Stone was exhaurstie 13" century. Binstead Stone
was much used for defensive works, particularlthenmedieval town walls and
gateways at Southampton (Lloyd and Pevsner 2008\, 8)rvey of the quarry pits
around Binstead formed a part of the Wootton-QRanject (Tomalin et al
forthcoming).

Upper Greensand was also an important buildingestonthe Island in the Middle
Ages. Tomalin (2003) has discussed the use of Bmstead Stone and Upper
Greensand in the building of Carisbrooke Castleteaslidentified an extant quarry
site which was probably used to supply stone ferdstle in the I8and 14

centuries. Upper Greensand was shipped to the amairih the 1% and 1% centuries
for use in several important buildings, includingi€hester and Winchester cathedrals
(Lloyd and Pevsner 2006, 8-9).

Wheat was the main crop grown at the farmsteadsamyges of Quarr Abbey in the
later 12" century and on the manors of Isaballa de Foriithd®269. The Island must
have produced a surplus of cereal crops becaus&0d the Isle of Wight was
ordered to supply corn for the English army in &ouad (Jones and Jones 1987, 14;
Hockey 1982, 105-108). The granges of Quarr aledywred a surplus of wool which
was sold to Italian merchants (Hockey 1970, 55-58).

About 35 water-mill sites are mentioned in DomesBagk and the general locations
of these are listed in the Vectis Report (Basf@8(, 151-152). There were seven
medieval mills in or close to the town of Newpantahree at Carisbrooke. Hockey
(1982, 239-240) provides references for about 5@ieval mills working on the Isle
of Wight during the Middle Ages, a few of which wewrind-powered or were tide
mills on estuaries. Quarr Abbey had a tide miFiahbourne Creek (Hockey 1970,
41). The abbey also constructed a fulling millregit grange of Heasley and other
fulling mills are recorded from Carisbrooke, Sh&hbottingbridge in Newport, and
Westminster in Newport. These fulling mills werennected with the local cloth
industry, for by the close of the "14entury the Island had become a chief centre for
the making of kerseys (Hockey 1970, 50-53).

Most Island water-mills were small, dependent aent rains and so rarely able to

work for long periods. Some medieval water-millsyrhave remained on the same

sites in post-medieval times and surviving miltéear millponds on some sites may
have very early origins. Abandoned sites couldrgitgential for excavation.

A tannery possessed by Quarr Abbey may have beshisithe Newnham Valley to
the south of Quarr Hockey (1970, 55). No referertocesther medieval tanneries on
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the Island have been found but in Tudor times thaexg a thriving tanning and leather
working industry which was centred on Newport (Joh878, 204-217).

The Island’s four medieval towns of Newport, BragifNewtown and Yarmouth all
had markets and fairs. Some interesting archaexabgvidence for a probable fair
site to the east of Yarmouth has emerged very tgcerthe form of a scatter of
about ninety coins dating from Henry Il to Edwakrémnd recorded through the
Portable Antiquities Scheme.

One industry found on the coast was saltmakingrd hee references in the
Domesday Book to salterns within the manors of Bmwioe (probably near Cowes),
Watchingwell (probably in the Newtown area) and Wéld (near Nettlestone). The
saltmaking industry continued into post-medievales and the few remaining traces
on the ground are associated with the post-medparabdd but it is likely that in some
instances the same sites continued in use (penhi@pittently) for centuries.

The Wootton-Quarr Project identified evidence sehing on the foreshore. A large V-
shaped fishweir with arms at least 128 metres (oag erected across the creek at
Binstead and was constructed of post and wattlarign This was dated to shortly
before the Norman Conquest. More wooden fishwdifsiB century date were
identified on the foreshore at Quarr (Loader €t97). On the eroding cliff, seaward
of the Quarr Abbey ruins, a roof tile kiln assoethivith the abbey was excavated as
part of the Wootton-Quarr Project.

Quarr Abbey had its own ships and appears to haitecipated in the Gascony wine
trade (Hockey 1970, 131-139). The Wootton-Quarjgetdound evidence for trading
ships landing on the beach at Fishbourne, clofigetabbey. Medieval pottery
recovered from the site includes material fromaasafield as south-western England,
Normandy, Brittany, southern France, Holland andispgViany of these exotic goods
were no doubt destined for the abbey (Loader £9a¥).

There is a lack of evidence for medieval pottetgssiapart from the Knighton site
mentioned above, but the Carisbrooke Castle exicensahave identified several
different Island wares. Medieval lime kilns havebedentified at a few sites,
including one at Niton used in the constructionhef 14" century St Catherine’s
Lighthouse and Chapel (Dunning 1951, Basford 1988). At an inter-tidal site at
Bouldnor, 12" century pottery has been recorded in associatitham antler-
working site and wattle hurdling (Arnold 1975).

Transport and Communication

Many of the present-day routes on the Isle of Wikt settlements known to have
existed in medieval times, but certain places maxehprovided a general focus of
settlement over a much longer period and routésignthese places could be of equal
antiquity. Winter travellers or those travellingitger distances may have used the
long-established west-east route along the mediatk cidge that traverses the Isle of
Wight. Some roads and tracks clearly define and gicess to blocks of arable land
that may have been open-field in medieval timekeOtracks lead from settlements
to areas of open grazing. The Isle of Wight HLC highlighted the interrelationship
between roads, settlement and land use but preld€htechniques do not effectively
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characterise roads and tracks. The newly laundledf Wight HEAP Project is
carrying out a survey of historic lanes and tracks.

Sea transport has always been crucial to the fa3léight’'s existence but was far
more hazardous in the past than it is today. TéweesLighthouse situated on St
Catherine’s Hill near the Island’s southernmoshpd the only surviving medieval
lighthouse in England and testimony to the dangétie Island’s shores (Stone
1891, Dunning 1951, Lloyd and Pevsner 2006, 118).

A considerable number of shipwrecks off the codshe Isle of Wight were recorded
in medieval times, mainly in respect of disputeswlrargo (Hockey 1982, 109-116).
Twenty one medieval wreck sites have been enterddenlsle of Wight Maritime
SMR but all except one are known from documentatyaes rather than as located
underwater sites. The exception is Gce Diey lost in 1439 and now a Protected
Wreck, but the wreck site is on the Hamble Rivather than in Isle of Wight waters.
Right at the end of the medieval period the woddaewnedViary Rosewas lost in the
eastern Solent and another Protected Wreck lyingaimouth Roads is thought to be
the remains of th8anta Lucialost in 1567 (Gale 2000, 14). Obviously, therthis
potential for the discovery of additional medieshipwrecks around the Island.

The four medieval towns all had access to theEadhworks at Brading appear to
represent the remains of a former quay but it &sjide that the quay was closer to
Brading High Street earlier in the Middle Ages (Eads 1999d, 7). A surviving
embankment indicates &entury land reclamation on the edge of Bradingbbiar
which was finally drained in the late "1 @entury (Martin nd, Wilson and Edmunds
2006, 8-9). At Newport evidence for earlier phaskthe present quay may be found
behind the existing line of the river and withire tvaterlogged silts of the river
(Edwards 1999a, 10). The site of the medieval gidyewtown may be represented
by an irregular field calleey Closeon a map of 1768 (Edwards 1999c, 5). The
original line of Yarmouth quay may be representgdhe curving line of St James’
Street/Pier Street. To the south of the town thexe an inlet called the Draft Haven
where ships could anchor until it silted up in 1€ century (Edwards, 1999b, 6).

Only two references to medieval bridges have beset, both at Brading. A
causeway across the marsh to Yaverland was butieid3' century and a causeway
of possible medieval date crossing the SandownIleas recorded by Page (1912,
156).

Legacy

Evidence for medieval land use, routes and bouesl@an be traced in the Island’s
historic landscape and these medieval patternsneeaa to influence later land use.
The Historic Landscape Character Assessment itesntliis evidence (Basford
forthcoming). The estates of the medieval religibaases at Quarr, Appuldurcombe
and St Helens remained largely intact in the haridecular landowners into post-
medieval times. Medieval parish boundaries remaimeshanged until the later 9
century. Many of the Island’s existing settlemearts on medieval sites and in some
cases the ground plans of these settlements &algirelated to the medieval layout,
as at Newport. The port of Newport remained sigaiiit for trade, although Cowes
became increasingly significant in post-medievaks.
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A few high-status domestic buildings and nearlyoélihe Island’s medieval parish
churches survived into the post-medieval periobeanodified or rebuilt in later
times. The Island’s attractive "t&nd 1#' century manor houses were built on the
sites of earlier manorial halls. Carisbrooke Castteained a strategically important
site in the 1% century, refortified at the beginning of the cewfriefly besieged at
the start of the Civil War and serving as the prisbCharles | later in the war (Jones
and Jones 1978, 54-72). The castle remained signifias a high-status residence of
the Island’s governor into the ®@entury.

Post-medieval water mills and salterns in manyasebably occupied sites that had
been in use for the same purposes in medieval tik@sport Beast Market survived
on its original site until the early 2@entury and did not cease to exist until the end
of that century.

Bibliography

Abbreviations:

IWCAHES: Isle of Wight County Archaeology and HistoEnvironment Service

PIWNHAS: The Proceedings of the Isle of Wight Natutistory and Archaeological
Society

Arnold, C J, 1975 A medieval site at BouldnBlWNHASVI, 664-667

Arnold, C J, 198Zhe Anglo-Saxon Cemeteries of the Isle of Wigtitish Museum Publications Ltd,
London.

Bannister, N, 2003 Bembridge and Culver Downs, biipbied report for the National Trust

Basford, H V, 1980’he Vectis Report: A Survey of Isle of Wight Arcthagy, Isle of Wight County
Council, Newport

Basford, V, 198®Historic Parks and Gardens of the Isle of Wighle of Wight County Council

Basford, V forthcoming a Isle of Wight Historic Lascape Characterisation, report for English
Heritage and Isle of Wight Council

Basford, V, forthcoming b Medieval and post-medleuaal settlement and land use on the Isle of
Wight: An application of regional models of histotandscape character in an island Context, PhD
thesis, Bournemouth University.

Basford, V, and Smout, R, 2000 The landscape astdrlyiof Wydcombe, Isle of Wight,
P.LW.N.H.A.S16, 7-20

Beresford, M W, and Hurst J G, 19D&serted Medieval Villagekutterworth Press
Cahill, N, 1984 Isle of Wight Downlands, unpubligshreport for Isle of Wight County Council
Chamberlin, R, 198&arisbrooke CastleEnglish Heritage

Chatters, C, 1984 The Downs and Heaths of theofsigight, unpublished report for Isle of Wight
County Council

Chatters, C, 1991 A brief ecological history of lharrst ForestPIWNHASL1, 43-60

Countryside Commission, 199he Isle of Wight Landscape: An Assessment ofribee ¢
Outstanding Natural Beauty

19



Currie, C K, 1999 An archaeological and historiealdscape survey of the Mottistone Manor Estate,
Mottistone, Isle of Wight, report to the Nationali$t (Southern Region).

Currie, C, K, 2000 An archaeological and histormaivey of the Newtown Estate, Newtown, Isle of
Wight, report to the National Trust (Southern Regio

Currie, C K, 2001 An archaeological and histormaitvey of the Knowles Farm and St Catherine’s Hill
& Down Estates, Isle of Wight, report to the Na#ibiirust (Southern Region)

Currie, C K, 2002 An archaeological and histormalvey of the Ventnor Downs and Luccombe Farm
Estate, Isle of Wight, report to the National Tr(&buthern Region)

Currie, C K, 2003 An archaeological survey of eardtks on Castle hill, Mottistone, Isle of Wight,
Proc. Hants. F. C58, 24-32

Darvill, T, C, 1992 Monument evaluation manual parurban areas, English Heritage and author,
London

Drewett, P L 1970 The excavation of two round bar@nd associated fieldwork on Ashey Down,
Isle of Wight, 1969Proc. Hants. F.C27, 33-56

Dunning, G, 1939 A thirteenth century midden neao PIWNHASL11, Part I, 128-137
Dunning, G, 1951 The history of Niton, Isle of WigRIWNHASIV Part VI, 191-204

Edmonds, N, Sly, T, and Strutt, K, 2002 Quarr Ablsophysical Survey Report,
November 2002, University of Southampton

Edwards, B, 1999a Historic Newport: Archaeologasdéessment documeAtr) Extensive Urban
Survey of the Isle of Wight's Historic Towkkampshire County Council

Edwards, B, 1999b, Historic Yarmouth : Archaeoladi@ssessment documeAt Extensive Urban
Survey of the Isle of Wight's Historic Towikampshire County Council

Edwards, B 1999c Historic Newtown: Archaeologicssessment documein Extensive Urban
Survey of the Isle of Wight's Historic Towikmpshire County Council

Edwards, B, 1999d Historic Brading: Archaeologiassessment documeAn Extensive Urban
Survey of the Isle of Wight's Historic Towkkampshire County Council

Edwards, B, 1999e, Historic Carisbrooke: Archaemidigassessment documeAt) Extensive Urban
Survey of the Isle of Wight's Historic Towkkampshire County Council

Edward, B, 1999f Historic St Helens: Archaeolog@ssessment documeAn Extensive Urban
Survey of the Isle of Wight's Historic Towiampshire County Council

Edwards, B, 19999 Historic Cowes: Archaeologicakasment documemin Extensive Urban Survey
of the Isle of Wight's Historic Townslampshire County Council

English Heritage, 1993 Monuments Protection Prognansingle monument class descriptions for
‘Medieval Villages’ and ‘Medieval Dispersed Settlents’

Fennelly, L R, 1969 A late medieval kiln at Knightd.O.W.,Proc. Hants F.C26, 97-110

Gale, A, 2000The Story Beneath the SolgiHampshire and Isle of Wight Trust for Maritime
Archaeology, ¥ edition

Gardener, W, 1793-1810 manuscript drawings of shkeedf Wight, British Library Map Library,
Ordnance Survey Drawings 67-74

20



Garmonsway, G N (translated and &t Anglo-Saxon Chronicl®ent, London

Green, M, 196%€hurches of the Isle of WigWinton Publications Ltd, Winchester

Hase, P H, 1988 The Mother Churches of Hampshirgjmnsters and Parish Churches: The Local
Church in Transition, 950-120@d JBlair), 45-46, Oxford University Committee #rchaeology,
Monograph 17

Hase, P H, 1994 The Church in the Wessex Heartlamdfie Medieval Landscape of Wesgsis M
Aston and C Lewis), 47-81, Oxbow Monograph 46, @cfo

Hockey, S F, 197Quarr Abbey and its Landkgicester University Press
Hockey, S F, ed 198he Cartulary of Carisbrooke Priorysle of Wight Record Office, Newport

Hockey, S F, 198mhsula Vecta: The Isle of Wight in the Middle Adesndon,
Phillimore & Co. Ltd

Hockey, S F, 199The Charters of Quarr Abbeisle of Wight County Record Office, Newport

Hutchinson, G E, and Hutchinson, A L, 1969 The l'ldo sheela-na-gig at Binstead| WNHAS VI,
Part IV, 237-251

IWCAHES, 2000 Isle of Wight coastal audit: repor¢jpared for English Heritage by the Isle of Wight
County Archaeology and Historic Environment Serysecond draft

Isle of Wight Medieval Landscape Projédttp://www.arch.soton.ac.uk/Research

Jones, J D, 1978 The Isle of Wight 1558-164#ublished PhD thesis, Southampton University
Jones J, and Jones J, 198ié Isle of Wight: An illustrated Historyimborne, The Dovecote Press
Jones, M J, 1989 Thirteenth century gardens insBasoke Castle, PIWNHAS 9, 135-136

Jones, M J, 1991 A survey of the manors of Swamatal Brighstone, 163@art 1
PIWNHASL11, 61-84

Jones, M J, 2003 The 1630 survey of Swainstonm Buildings and farm land®art 2PIWNHASL19,
69-100

Kokeritz, H, 1940The Place-Names of the Isle of Wighppsala.

Loader, R Westmore, |, and Tomalin, D, 190me and Tide: An Archaeological Survey of the
Wootton-Quarr Coastisle of Wight Council

Lloyd, D W, and Pevsner, N 200®e Buildings of England: The Isle of Wig¥igle University Press,
New Haven and London

Margham, J, 1982 Isle of Wight village morphologytPl, PIWNHAS?7, 475-487
Margham, J, 1983 Isle of Wight village morphologyt2, PIWNHAS7, 601-608
Margham, J, 1988 Domesday population of the Isi/fht, PIWNHASS, 56-60
Margham, J, 1990 Thorley — a parish surdef)y NHASL0, 113-126

Margham, J, 1992a Freshwater — man and the landseByNHASL2, 95-124

Margham, J, 1992b Carisbrooke: a study in settlémmemphology,Southern Hist. 14, 1-28

21



Margham, J, 1997 Saints in an Island landscaptidy $n church dedication®IWHNAS91-106
Margham, J, 2000 St Mary’s Brading: Wilfred’'s chiufPIWNHAS16, 117-136
Margham, J, 2003 Charters, landscapes and hiddgsedsle of Wightl andscape Historg5, 17-43.

Margham, J, 2005 The Anglo-Saxon charter boundiefsle of Wight. Part 1: The West Medine,
PIWNHAS21, 77-106

Margham, J, forthcoming a The Anglo-Saxon chdrtamds of the Isle of Wight. Part 2: The East
Medine,PIWNHAS23

Margham, J, forthcoming b The place-names antessnt history of Binstead and Wootton parishes
in Tomalin, D J, Loader, R D, and Scaife R G, fodimingCoastal archaeology in a dynamic
environment: a Solent case study.

Martin, R, nd The Reclamation of Brading Havena#able:http://www.iwhistory.org.uk

Munby, J (ed), 198Domesday Book:Hampshirehillimore, Chichester

Nelson, S, 1984 A French Saintonge jug from Newgske of Wight,Proc Hampshire Field Club
Archaeol. Soc40, 133-14

Network Archaeology, 2005 Somerton Farm to KnigB8tess reinforcement 300mm gas pipeline.
Archaeological Watching Brief, 2000, Network Arcbémgy Transco Report no.162

Page, W (ed), 1912 History of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight VgITBe Victoria History of the
Counties of England, London.

Parker, A G, 197%sle of Wight Local History: A Guide to SourcBiewport, Isle of Wight Teachers’
Centre

Peers, Sir C, 1976arisbrooke Castle.ondon, HMSO, fifteenth impression
Peters, J E C, 1964 The tithe barn at Arreton,,IMans. Ancient Monuments Sde, 61-79

Portable Antiquities Schentdtp://www.finds.org.uk

Rackham, O, 198%he History of the CountrysidBent, London.
Renn, D F, 1954, The enceinte wall of Quarr AbBdYWNHASV Part IX, 350-351

Roberts, B K, and Wrathmell, S, 2080 Atlas of Rural Settlement in Englafahglish
Heritage

Roberts, B K, and Wrathmell, S 2082gion and Place: a study of English Rural Settlentenglish
Heritage

RPS Consultants, 2001 SeaClean Wight Pipelinethagulogical Assessment Report (3 vols)

Russell, P D D (ed), 1981earth Tax Returns for the Isle of Wight 1664 t@4.6sle of Wight County
Record Office

Sewell, J, 2000 ‘An investigation into the origimdacontinuity of the parish boundary of Carisbrgoke
Isle of Wight', Proc. Hants F C55, 31-45

Sheridon, R K, 1974ords, Captains and Governors of the Isle of Wigbtydon, HMSO

Sly, TJ T, 1988 A Survey of Deserted Medieval &jies on the Isle of Wightnpublished
undergraduate dissertation, University of Southampt

22



Sly, T.J.T. and Clark, K.M. 1997 Survey at QuarbAl, IOW: The West & South-West Precinct
Wall, unpublished report, Southampton University

Southern Archaeological Services, 2005 Summaryrtepoan archaeological investigation at Hursts,
Lugley Street/Chain Lane, Newport, Isle of Wiglandary 2001-March 2002

Stone, P, G, 189The Architectural Antiquities of the Isle of Wightyolumes, London
Tate, W E, 1947 Field systems and enclosures ingsaire,Proc. Hants F.C16, 257-79

Tomalin, D J, 2002, ‘Wihtgarasbyrig’ explored: aiew article considering ‘Excavations at
Carisbrooke Castle, Isle of Wight, 1991-1998IWNHAS18, 55-80

Tomalin, D J, 2003, From Gat Cliff to Carisbrookasfie: a medieval quarry re-locat€dyWNHAS19,
101-108

Tomalin, D J, nd The villa estate in Rock Romaria/braft Excavation Report (unpublished)

Tomalin, D, and Scaife, R, 1987, The excavatiotheffirst piped-water system at Newport, I.W. and
its associated urban palynold3/WNHASVIII, Part Il, 68-81

Tomalin, D J, Loader, R D, and Scaife R G, forthawg Coastal archaeology in a dynamic
environment: a Solent case study

Trott, K, 2000a Mersley Farm fieldwalking assessimeAVNHASL6, 113-116

Trott, K, 2000b The evaluation excavation at Merstarm, Newchurch, Isle of WighRIWNHASL6,
95-112

Trott, K, 2003 Pyle Farm, Chale, Isle of Wight Aaglological Field-walking Projed®IWNHAS 59

Trott, K, 2006 An archaeological watching brietla¢ Willows, Shalfleet, Isle of Wight. Report
deposited in Isle of Wight HER.

Ulmschneider, K, 1999 ‘Archaeology, history and tsle of Wight in the Middle Saxon period’
Medieval Archaeology¢3, 19-44

Ulmschneider, K, 2003 Markets around the Solentauglling a ‘productive’ site on the Isle of Wight
in Markets in Early Medieval Europ@ Pestell and K Ulmschneider ed), 73-83, Windgafress

Webster, C nd The Gentry’'s Role in the Developnodiibhe Isle of Wight, unpublished notes for WEA
Lectures

Whitehead, J L, 191The Undercliff of the Isle of Wigh¥entnor

Whitehead, B, and Higgins, P, 1995, Summary Repodn Archaeological Evaluation at Priory Farm
Orchard, Carisbrooke, Southern Archaeological $es/iSouthampton

Williamson, T, 2003haping Medieval Landscap&¥jndgather Press

Wilson, K, and Edmunds, R 2006 Brading Haven Sed, \Balletin of the Isle of Wight Natural
History and Archaeological Socie®6

Wilson, K, and Edmunds, R 2006, Newport Bus StaBalietin of the Isle of Wight Natural History
and Archaeological Societg-7

Worsley, Sir R, 178The History of the Isle of WigHtondon

Young, C J, 200&xcavations at Carisbrooke Castle Isle of Wight1-:9296,
Wessex Archaeology, Salisbury

23



